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UM STUDENT INVESTIGATES IDAHO ROCK DEPOSITS
MISSOULA—
A University of Montana student from La Canada, Cal if., Jill Tipton, has 
received a $1,000 Watkins Scholarship to study and write a senior honors paper 
on carbonate rock deposits in Lemhi County, Idaho.
Tipton, a senior in geology at UM, said the alkaline igneous rock deposits, 
located in Lemhi County and Ravalli County, Montana, have been inaccurately 
classified.
Through her research in the field this summer and laboratory work, Tipton 
said she should be able to more accurately classify the mineral, which was 
explored and prospected for rare-earth elements and niobium, a corrosion-resisting 
mineral, in the 1950s and ’60s.
She added that her research also should help in determining the origin of the 
rocks, presently thought to be from hydrothermal solutions, and the interpretation 
of the local geology.
Faculty advisers for Tipton's project are Dr. Donald Hyndman and Dr. John 
Wehrenberg, both professors of geology at UM.
Tipton, daughter of Nancy J. Tipton of La Canada and Kenneth Tipton of Los 
Angeles, Calif., is a 1974 graduate of La Canada High School.
Since the program began in 1978, a total of 114 UM students have been awarded 
the competitive Watkins scholarships based on their prior academic achievements 
and the quality of their research proposals. The scholarship funds come from the 
$353,000 Gordon and Anna Watkins endowment at UM.
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Gordon Watkins was a 1914 UM alumnus who was a Welsh coal miner before he 
immigrated to the United States in 1906. He received the doctor of philosophy 
degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1918 and an honorary doctor of laws 
degree from UM in 1940.
Watkins taught in Illinois and California universities and was provost of 
the University of California at Riverside until 1956. He also authored several 
books and articles on economics and labor relations and acted as a federal 
arbitrator and international consultant in economics. While at UM, Anna Davis 
Watkins was secretary to the UM president and graduated in English in 1915. Roth 
died in 1970.
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